




For Emanuele





After years of 
financial struggle, 

war, and social unrest, 
we have proven our 

resiliance to the rest 
of the world.

our constitution declares 
italy to be a democratic 

republic founded on hard 
work.



we’ve become a wealthy, 
peaceful society where 

everyone can afford 
their every desire.

Before, such luxuries 
as the desmophone 

YOKO and the serinus 
autopilot were only      

available to the richest 
citizens.

but today’s statitsics show 
that every italian can afford 
such luxuries of their own, 

and every citizen has the 
right to a desmophone.



The italian economy has 
exceeded global standards, 

abandoning the euro in 
favor of the pseudo, 

eurasia’s single currency 
standard, insuring a future 
of international peace and 

stability. Now, basic needs, 
such as food and 
healthcare, are a 

given.



Everyone can 
afford a ZIBO 

TREAT.

Hunger is a thing of the 
past.  Even the task of 
cooking, with its many 
dangers and expensive 

requirements, is a distant 
memory, thanks to the 

evolution of our national 
catering services.

our access to 
treatment for the many 
illnesses that strike 
our children would 

have been unthinkable 
not so long ago...

...all thanks to nanonine, 
and their revolutionary 

nanotechnological 
therapies. they truly are 

italy’s pride and joy.

Through love.
the natural, paternal 
love of a father who 

wants what’s best for 
his son

How was 
all of this 
possible?



And in that sense, it is 
fair and accurate to say 
that italy is, above all, 
a democratic republic 

founded on love.

to everyone, 
happy new 

year.











the 
truth?



BANG













steno, 
it’s time to 
wake up!



     Good 
     morning, 
     StenO! 

it’s 7:15 am on
Thursday, march 

21st  2030!

You only slept for 
49 minutes, but you 
can start the day 
with a refreshing 

wash with Permaskin, 
the biological soap 
that keeps your face 
perfectly balanced 

and oil-free! 

PERMASKiN -- 
a product of 

zibo care!

Permaskin -- 
it makes your 
skin soft and 
healthy, just 
the way the 

ladies love it!

ON

PANT!

PANT!



two policemen 
were killed in 
an attempt to 

stop the armed 
terrorists’ 

escape. several 
civilians were 
injured in the 

attack.

several buildings 
in the Palatine 
district were 
defaced with 
subversive 

slogans and 
structural damage 
during a terrorist 

raid claimed by 
the group calling 

themselves 
“Shorai”.

Police have 
assured residents 
that such threats 
to our collective 
freedom will be 

stopped.

YAWN!

A new wave of 
terrorism hits 

rome! 



Republic president  
Oudeis commended 

prime minster filagone 
in today’s address.

polls show 
the people of 

montecitorio share 
an overwhelming 
satisfaction with 

the president as he 
enters what will be 
his seventh year in 

office...

Visibly moved by 
the president’s 
address, prime 
minister Cleo 
filagone has 

not yet issued a 
statement --

ON

YAAWN!

STENO!



What are you 
doing up this 

early?  Did 
you forget to 
take your pills 

again last 
night??

but mom, I told 
you, I don’t wanna 
sleep! I had that 
nightmare again... 

I saw him...

I’m scared 

to sleep...



Steno, these 
pills are so you 

can sleep without 
the nightmares.  

sweetie, listen, we 
all have to --

Yeah, yeah, I 
know.  Everyone 

has to sleep.

Come on, get 
dressed.  news feed 
says the elections 

are causing all kinds 
of traffic.  you’ll be 

late for school.



  Steno, you’re 
almost out 

of leukodent 
toothpaste. 

should I order 
another tube?

Remember: 
only Leukodent 
brand dental 
floss insures 

maximum 
protection 

against 
plaque!

used 
toothbrush?? 

get yourself a 
new laserdent, the 

toothbrush with 
12 counter-posed 
bristles for an 

even deeper clean! 

Your smile is safe 
with laserdent!  
press here to 

order now!

For that 
always-
perfect 
smile!



So how’s 
school?

Okay, I 
guess...



Rosabella? 
yeah, she’s cool,  
but she comes 

from a rich 
family...

...kinda 
out of my 
league.

hahahaH!

who’s that girl 
who brought you 
home the other 
day? She seems 

nice!



Come on, 
heartbreaker. 
hurry up or 
we’ll be late.











I have to stop 
in the bank 

for a minute, 
steno.



welcome 
back, edea 
critone!

it’s such a beautiful 
day out, why not try 

your luck?

it’s easy!  if you’re 
lucky, for just 10 

pseudos, you could win 
150% of your withdrawl 

amount!

aw, Mom, come on.  
again? why do you fall 
for this? There’s no 
such thing as luck 
with these machines, 
no one ever wins...

Give me the 
10 pseudos 

instead!

oh, hush.  
if we win, I’ll buy 
you something 

even nicer!



I think you 
should buy me 
a ham sandwich 

for lunch. think 
of it as a lesson 
not to gamble.

Sorry, Edea, you 
didn’t win.  Better 

luck next time!

Told 
ya!

your desmo has been 
debted the requested 

amount, plus the 10 
pseudo fee.

all 
right, 
smart 
guy... Sir, is 

everything 
okay?

you can’t 
die here, 

sir.



woah, 
look at 
those!

excuse 
me... can 
i squeeze 
through?

look 
at that! 
they’re 
HUGE!

my god, you’re 
a knockout! 
so who’s the 
dork getting 

ditched...?

they’re even 
bigger than 

yours now, marta! 
Better get back 

to mirror-mirror, 
stat!

You 
might hurt 
yourself!

Excuse me...

Hey, Critone 
-- watch where 
you’re going!

you were flat as a 
board yesterday!  
they did a kickass 
job on your frame, 

red!  When can I 
take a spin?

ooh, stop!
you’re 
making 

me blush! 
teehee!



What’d I 
tell you?

OooF!

waoh, forget to 
take your brain-
pills, Critone?
You know what 
happens if you 
don’t sleep!

I don’t need 
those pills, 

asshole!

Aw, you stupid 
goof... what’s 

wrong? are 
You crying? 

crybaby?

HAHAHAH!

hee hee!

Look who’s 
talking...



...at least he has a 
brain!

what’s the matter? Did 
your daddy buy you too 
many silicone muscles?  
no room left for your 

own brain, right?



ROSABEllA!

Careful, 
Filagone! your 
own father’s 

just the 
president’s 

lackey!

you better 
Watch what you 
say about my 

father!!

What’s going 
on in here?  

You kids get 
to your seats. 

we’ve got a 
class to start.

you’re lucky 
he showed up, 
filagone... you 

won’t be so lucky 
next time.

Yeah, whatever, 
we’ll see.

Okay, roll call, 
then we’ll pick 
up with where 
we left off in 

history.

So what, you gonna 
have your daddy’s 
cops beat me up?

hey, filagone! don’t 
pretend you can’t 

hear me!



ROssiNi?

Here.

SALViNi?

he had cancer. 
He’ll be back next 

week.

Hmph, when I was 

a kid, you died 

from cancer. 

What a world we 

live in now...

...okay, let’s begin. i’m 
sending today’s lesson to 
your workbench. everyone 

log in...





You shouldn’t 
take those pills, 

STeno.

Dreams are 
everything!

but i...

if you give up 
your dreams, 

that’s the 
first step to 

becoming a pawn 
like my father.



When my mom died 
years ago, he 

stopped believing 
in his own dreams 

and he let someone 
else’s become more 

important.

We live under 
constant escort,  
but I get it now 
-- they’re not 

protecting him...

...they’re 
keeping an 

eye on him, to 
make sure he 

doesn’t follow 
his dreams.

they might even be 
blackmailing him, I 

don’t know.

the most powerful 
man in italy, and a 

prisoner of his own 
escort...



... and I have 
no idea how to 

help him.

heh, you’re 
sweet, 

steno...

i... well...
everything’ll 
turn out fine, 

you’ll see.

hey look --!

...






